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All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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Tissue donation is performed in about 86 percent 
after cardiovascular arrest.
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Tissue donation regional 2021
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Number of tissue donors in regional comparison 2021
Northrhine-Westphalia
Mecklenburg Western Pomerania
Saxony
Lower-Saxony
Bremen
Saxony-Anhalt
Bavaria
BaWü
Thuringia
Berlin
Hesse
Hamburg
Schleswig-Holstein
Brandenburg
Saarland
Rhineland Palatinate

All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).

https://gewebenetzwerk.de/en/


Tissue Donation –
building a bridge for life

www.gewebenetzwerk.de/en

Removal period 2021
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All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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Corneal donation is possible up to 72 hours after 
death. 

The relatives have more time to make a decision.
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Conversations vs. consents and 
donations 2019-2021

Last year, coordinators reviewed more than 
44,000 reports of deceased persons.
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In 2021, the 
average consent 

rate is  42 %.

All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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69 percent of relatives consented to a tissue donation 
from their deceased in 2021.
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Expression of will for tissue donation
2021
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There were no rejections in the case of living donation.

All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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In more than two-thirds of cases, relatives decide for 
or against tissue donation in the deceased's best 
intent, since the deceased's will was unknown.
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Age tissue donor 2021
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Donor age
The average donor 

age in 2021 was 

71 years.

All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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Tissue donations are possible even up to an advanced age.
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*Not shown here is the MSG donation, which has been running since 2015 as part of a cooperation under the responsibility of the Charité University Tissue Bank.

Donated tissue 2016-2021

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Cornea 4,521 4,507 5,249 5,234 5,401 5,566

Heart valves 148 196 313 378 393 436

Vessels 142 177 195 206 267 330

Placenta 21 15 29 40 20 30

Total 4,823 4,895 5,786 5,888 6,081 6,362

All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).

https://gewebenetzwerk.de/en/


Tissue Donation –
building a bridge for life

www.gewebenetzwerk.de/en

Number of transplants
amniotic membrane 2008-2021
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All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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Number of transplants 
heart valves and vessels 2007-2021
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All figures for 2021 are preliminary (as of Dec. 27, 2021).
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https://www.facebook.com/DGFG.de/
https://twitter.com/gewebenetzwerk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOHX1DA0zzQ
https://www.youtube.com/user/Gewebenetzwerk
http://www.gewebenetzwerk.de/newsletter/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dgfg
https://gewebenetzwerk.de/en/
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